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3
themes, the Bayreuth academy 
opens innovative dialogues  
between africa-related research 
as well as other regional foci 
and fields of research. in this way, 
the Bayreuth academy demon- 
strates that african studies give 
valuable impetus to scholarly 
debates beyond the continent 
and beyond »area studies«, thus 
scrutinising and resituating the 
latter. in doing so, the Bayreuth 
academy emphasizes that area 
studies work systematically, just 
as much as the »systematic 
disciplines« find their empirical 
evidence regionally. moreover, 
the Bayreuth academy discus-
ses africa in its global contexts. 
here, entanglements with african 
diasporas matter as much as 
those with other regions. ent-
angled histories, presents and 
futures are read transculturally 
and globally, envisioning new 
futures within and beyond area 
studies.

»future africa – Visions in 
time« is the first overarching 
research theme of the Bayreuth 
academy of advanced african 
studies. this project is being 
funded for at least four years 

(2012 – 2016) by the German  
federal ministry for research 
and education (BmBf), as part 
of its programme for strengt-
hening and resituating area 
studies in Germany. the project 
starts off from the observation 
that visions and representations 
of »future« outside europe and 
the West are particularly inno-
vative and instructive. a basic 
assumption is that these vi- 
sions and representations can 
be read as responses to parti-
cular challenges of a past and 
as interventions into a present 
that is strongly entangled in dy-
namics of very different scales, 
and hence matter not only in 
the contexts of particular areas, 
but potentially on the whole 
planet. this is particularly sa-
lient in visions of the future as 
developed in africa and its dias-
poras, which are in the focus of 
this project. 

the project is carried out on 
three levels.

firstly, a total of five sub- 
projects are run over the entire 
project period by the research 
staff of the academy. these 
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Prof  

achIm von oPPen founded in october 2012, the  
»Bayreuth academy of advanced 
african studies« expands the hori-
zon of the well-established field of 
african studies at Bayreuth univer-
sity and beyond, both at national 
and international levels. it operates 
across a broad range of disciplines, 
notably in the humanities and social 
sciences. concentrating its work on 
specific 
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markers of their ambition for 
social mobility in sub-project 3. 
sub-project 4 analyses fictional 
representations of »future« as 
entangled with technologies 
that are generated in africa and 
its diasporas and as negotiated 
by artistic movements such as 
afrofuturism or in new media 
such as the internet. finally, 
iconographies of successive 
african revolutions are discus-
sed and anthologized from the 
perspectives of cultural and art 
studies in sub-project 5. one 
common regional focus of all 
the sub-projects is Kenya and 
Kenyan diasporas. the work of 
these five sub-projects, from 
individual researches to joint 
activities (including workshops, 
guests and publications), will be 
explained in more detail below. 
 
the second level of the Bayreuth 
academy’s work on »future 
africa« consists of a series of 
working groups that convene 
for one semester each between 
2013 and 2016. facilitated by 
the directors or one particular 
sub-project, they bring together 
the research staff of the aca-
demy and a number of interna-

tional experts from Germany, 
europe, and overseas, notably 
africa and north america. the 
working groups provide wider 
platforms for intensive debates 
about transdisciplinary and 
cross-regional dimensions of 
the general research theme.  
in the working groups, research 
results from the sub-projects 
and guests are brought toge- 
ther under comparative and 
systematical perspectives, to 
stimulate encounters between 
concepts, terminologies and 
methodologies used in different 
disciplines and for different  
empirical subjects/regions, and 
to further critical debates be-
yond africa and area studies. 
apart from the regular sessions, 
workshops and conferences are 
held to concentrate and accen-
tuate debates in the working 
groups – starting from the large 
opening conference of the 
Bayreuth academy held in July 
2013. more details on the wor-
king groups held so far are given 
below.  
 
a third important field of acti- 
vity of the project, as of the 
academy in general, is to pre-
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currently comprise twelve 
sub-project leaders (employed 
in different departments of the 
university) and nine post-doc 
researchers (employed at the 
academy), plus academic and 
student assistants as well as 
three associated scholars of 
Bayreuth university (Prof. mat-
thias christen, Prof. Jeanne 
cortiel & dr. rothemund). the 
sub-projects and their indivi-
dual members, joined tempo-
rarily by invited guests who 
are experts in the respective 

fields, pursue specific aspects 
of the general theme from 
different disciplinary perspec-
tives. subproject 1 studies 
the historical context and 
transformation of narratives 
of »future« in the 19th and 
20th centuries. models about 
time and future in nature as 
applied in conservation strate-
gies or in ways of coping with 
climate change are examined 
by sub-project 2. ideas about 
a better future among middle 
classes are explored as cultural 

 

Organizational structure  
of the sub projects and  
overall topic.
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Board of the Bayreuth academy, 
which was established in an 
inaugural session in July 2013. 
its current members are: 

 ›  John akomfrah,  
smoking dogs films, London

 ›  João Paulo Borges coelho, 
Professor of history at  
eduardo mondlane university, 
maputo

 ›  ottmar ette, Professor of  
romance Languages and 
comparative Literature,  
university of Potsdam

 ›  thomas Krüger, President  
of the federal agency for civic 
education, Bonn 

 ›  elísio macamo, Professor for 
african studies in the dept. of 
sociology, university of Basel 

 ›  Birgit meyer, Professor of  
religious studies and theology, 
university of utrecht 

 ›  matthias middell, Professor of 
Global history, university of 
Leipzig 

 ›  auma obama, Phd, German 
and film studies, director of 
sauti Kuu foundation, nairobi

 ›  Gloria Wekker, Professor of 
social and cultural anthropo-
logy, university of utrecht

7

advisory Board Member dr. auma Obama meeting 
with members of the academy in the seminar room, 
2013. (© d. löhr)

6

sent its research and debates 
to a wider academic and general 
public. congresses, workshops, 
panel discussions, readings, film 
screenings, literature festivals, 
artistic performances, exhibi-
tions, round tables with experts 
actively involved in politics and 
economics as well as in cultural 
production and exchange and 
other events serve as forums 
for these dialogues with wider 
publics. 
 
the academy as a whole has a 
first and a second director (Pro-
fessors achim von oppen and 
susan arndt). management and 

administration are in the hands 
of dr. doris Löhr (academic coor- 
dinator) and ms. renate crowe 
(secretary), assisted by other 
part-time staff. important mat- 
ters of strategy are discussed 
and decided in the steering 
Group, with representatives 
from each sub-project and the 
post-docs.  
 
(information on events conve-
ned by the sub-projects and 
working groups is available in 
this section.) 
 
an important role is also assi-
gned to the academic advisory 
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 ·  regionally focussed 
contributes 
to wider systematic 
debates

 ·  Promotion of advanced 
researchers‘ (postdocs‘) 
careers

 ·  Visiting scholars‘ 
programme 
 »future africa« fellowships

 ·  Workshops, conferences,  
public events

 ·  dialouges with fields of 
practice (culture, civil  
society, Politics, economy …) 

university of bayreuth
african 
studies

disciplines and 
other area studies
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departments
& centers

bayreuth academy
research 

(complementary sub-Projects)

debates 
(crosscutting Working Groups)

1 2 3 4 5

a b c …

Project theme 2012 – 2016 
future afrIca

Guests

bayreuth academy: Structures and activities

Organigram of BaOaas  
in relation to african studies  
at Bayreuth university.
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backGround 
 
doris Löhr has a background in african 
studies, social anthropology and educa-
tion sciences, having written a Phd. in 
african Linguistics, frankfurt univer-
sity, with a thesis on: »the language 
of the malgwa  – the first grammatical 
description of this central chadic  
language spoken in north-eastern 
nigeria«.

she held postdoctoral positions at the 
universities of hamburg (as a research 
fellow working on Kanembu dialectology 
at the asia-africa-institute between 
2009 and 2012), and Leipzig (as a lec- 
turer at the department of african 
studies between 2003 and 2008). 
after 8 years as a research fellow for 
the Joint dfG research project »West 
african savannah« at frankfurt uni-
versity, she obtained a qualification in 
project management (2003). doris Löhr 
has organized various international 
conferences, such as the »5th interna-
tional Biennial chadic colloquium« at 
Leipzig university in 2009 and the Vad 
conference at Bayreuth university in 
2014, as well as workshops in hamburg 
and London in 2010 and 2011, for which 
she co-edited proceedings and the sfB 
268’s final report.

Some of the important academic 
events convened or supported by the 
bayreuth academy of advanced 
african Studies as a whole (end of 
2012 to summer 2014): 
 
conference of the German african 
studies association (Vad) »future 
africa«. university of Bayreuth, 
11.–14.6.2014. (conv. by Georg Klute.) 

international opening conference  
»conceptualising future. current 
debates in regional and systematic 
research«. university of Bayreuth, 
4 – 7th July 2013. (conv. by s. arndt; a. 
v. oppen.)  

Project at Ba 

doris Löhr works as the acade-
mic coordinator at the Bayreuth 
academy, overseeing internal 
and external communications 
as well as being responsible for 
management, administration 
and exchanges of information 
transfer (including the budget, 
coordination of events, guests 
and meetings, editorials, finan-
ce, networking, public relations 
and staff matters). 

research focus/ 
interests in general 

she has published on various 
grammatical features of the 
chadic and saharan language 
families (Lake chad region), 
mainly within the field of areal 
linguistics and language con-
tact. she has specialized on 
tense and aspect systems in 
african languages; her most 
recent interest focuses on spa-
tial and temporal metaphors. 

Public lecture series »diasporas in 
Past, Present and future« – »Profil-
linie diasporen« within »emerging 
field: Kulturbegegnungen  
und transkulturelle Prozesse«.  
university of Bayreuth, summer term 
2013. (in cooperation with Bifas; s. 
Lachenicht, u. fendler et al.) 

opening event »future africa – Visi-
ons in time«. university of Bayreuth, 
3rd december 2012. (org. by s. arndt; 
a. v. oppen.)
 

dr dorIS Löhr 
doris.Loehr@uni-Bayreuth.de

academIc coordInator  
of the bayreuth academy of  

advanced afrIcan StudIeS
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ideas such as »civilization«, 
»progress« and »development«, 
narratives about the future 
which have developed in africa 
itself and in its diasporas are 
much less studied. one of the 
key aspects to examine here 
is how these narratives were 
entangled with, and contested, 
Western and other ideas, and 
how their authors appropriated 
and changed key terms and 
concepts in the process.

the sub-project also analyses 
how these ideas of future were 
related to ideas of space and 
time. its research emphasizes 
the social and political situated-
ness as well as the connected-
ness of narratives of the future, 
their embeddedness in power 
relations, and their historical 
change. Particular attention 
is also paid to entanglements 
between religious and secular 
concepts, and to links between 
projections of the future and of 
the past (memory).  

 research within the sub-project concen-
trates empirically on a number of specific 
aspects and phases: »the Pan-african 
school: Black imperialism and education 

in sierra Leone and Liberia, 1865 – 1926« 
(christine Whyte); »in the pursuit of 
Greater somalia: the Pan-somali move- 
ment and irredentist visions of the somali 
future (1935 – 69)« (annalisa urbano);  
»social movements and ideas of  
›development‹ in africa in the 20th 
century« (achim v.oppen); »connections 
between the harlem renaissance (usa), 
Panafricanism and african nationalism: 
the case of John Locke«  
(susanne Lachenicht). 

following this agenda, the sub-project 
also pursues a number of joint activi-
ties which contribute to the project as 
a whole, including: 

 −  international conference titled »catas-
trophe or catalyst? african and african 
diasporas’ visions arising from World 
War one«. (convenors, october 2014.) 

 −  Vad Panel 34. »Visions of the future in 
the history of africa and the atlantic« 
and pre-conference workshop with John 
Lonsdale, Bruce Berman, Bahru Zewde 
and Konstanze n’Guessan. (convenors, 
June 2014.) 

 −  Working group B of the Ba.  
»multiple futures through time«

10

ProJect memBers 

 

Prof dr achim Von oPPen

Prof dr susanne Lachenicht 

 

dr annaLisa urBano 

 

 dr christine Whyte 

 

throughout the last two centuries, 
africans as well as african diasporas 
have developed visions of a future 
for africa that clearly differed from 
those dominant in the West. this 
history of visions is in the focus of 
sub-project 1. compared to the rich 
and still growing research on the 
history of european projections of 
the future for africa, focusing on 

beyond europe: 
narratives 
of the  
future in 
modern  
african  
history

sub-project 
one
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research on these topics draws 
together and revisits various 
earlier work on rural and religious 
movements in the late and post- 
colonial periods, and on histories 
of »development« as struggles 
about planned intervention. it 
scrutinizes the ideas of a better 
society and of »development«, 
»progress« etc. that often mobi- 
lised and motivated these mo-
vements or were developed in 
response to intervention by the 
colonial and post-colonial state. 
While situating these visions 
and practices in particular his-
torical contexts, their translocal 
and transtemporal entangle-
ments are also of special inte-
rest. micro-level analysis and 
biographical approaches receive 
particular attention. the selec-
ted case studies are based on 
re-studies and new research of 
my own as well as on exchan-
ges with other researchers and 
Phd students. 

selected Publications/ activities 

 −  Public symposium. »Zukunft africa« 
(»future africa«). »Zukunftsforum/ 
forum for the future«, Bayreuth  
university, 11th – 12th november 2011

 −  freitag, u.; von oppen, a.. »introduction: 
»translocality«: an approach to connection 
and transfer in area studies«. in: 
»translocality. the study of globalising 
processes from a southern perspective« 
(freitag, u.; von oppen, a.).  
Leiden: Brill, pp. 1–24.  

 −  convening workshops for sub-project 1 
in June 2014 (see above) 

 −  teaching courses on social movements 
and visions of the future in 20th century 
africa; on the history of »development« 
in africa since the 18th century; and 
others. 

 −  Various presentations in the media and 
at public events regarding the Bayreuth 
academy research project.

Prof dr 
achIm von oPPen
achim.vonoppen@ 

uni-bayreuth.de 

backGround 
 

Professor of african history,  
university of Bayreuth, since 2007 
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research interests 
 
social and cultural history in rural and 
urban contexts; religion in history; 
spatial history; history of mobilities, 
transfers and translations; local and 
translocal histories; historical biogra-
phy and cartography.  
 
areas of interest 
 
south-central and east africa  
(Zambia, angola, tanzania, congo); 
indian ocean; sudano-sahelian West 
africa (mali).  
 
research theme contributing to 
sub-project 1: 
 
»social movements and ideas of 
›development‹ in africa in the 20th 
century, with case studies from 
Zambia, tanzania and the Great Lakes 
region.« 

Project Leader 

Su
b-

Pr
o

je
ct

-o
n

e



15

research focus 
 
a specialist of early modern 
europe and the atlantic World, 
my research to date has focused 
on migrations, diasporas, cultural 
encounters and exchange, and 
nation-building. i am currently 
working on the links between 
the harlem renaissance leaders 
such as John Locke with future 
leaders of pan-african and  
national african political move- 
ments.  

selected Publications/ activities 

 −  Lachenicht, s. »migrations and  
diasporas«. in: oxford Bibliographies  
in atlantic history, Burnard, t. (ed.),  
new york, oxford university Press 2011.  

 −  Lachenicht, s.. »ethnicity«.  
in: oxford Bibliographies in atlantic  
history, Burnard, t. (ed.), new york, 
oxford university Press 2011.  

 −  Lachenicht, s. & heinsohn, K. (eds.).  
»diaspora identities. exile, nationalism 
and cosmopolitanism in Past and 
Present«. frankfurt/main, new york, 
chicago 2009.

backGround: 
Professor of african history,  

university of Bayreuth, since 2007 
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Prof dr  
SuSanne LachenIcht

susanne.Lachenicht@ 
uni-Bayreuth.de

Project Leader 
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on of three significant political 
organisations: the somali youth 
League of somalia, the somali 
national League of somaliland, 
and the union démocratique 
somalis of djibouti. these orga-
nisations made use of the plat-
forms created by the post-war 
critical historical juncture to 
foster socio-political activism, 
to develop irredentist claims, 
and to promote their vision of a 
future Greater somalia. in ana-
lysing these issues, the project 
aims at assessing the extent to 
which this interplay shaped the 
features of the somali political 
space, developing a useful histo- 
rically-nuanced overview on 
nation and state-building and 
enhancing a broader and deeper 
understanding of post-colonial 
developments in the horn of 
africa.

 
selected Publications/ activities 

 −  urbano, a. »Between liberation and 
occupation: somalia under British  
rule (1941 – 49)«, a. Jackson (ed.)  
in: the British empire and the second  
World War, ashgate (forthcoming). 

 −  urbano, a. »contesting the past: issues 
on the use of oral memories and the 
revival of colonial past in somalia and 
somaliland«. Presentation for the panel 
»media of memory: Between the oral 
and the digital«, Gifohs, Potsdam, 7 – 10 
september 2014 (forthcoming). 

 −  urbano, a. »Visions of the future and  
socio-political activism in British- 
occupied somalia«. Presentation for 
the panel »Postwar empires in africa«, 
uW-madison african studies Program, 
10 – 11 april 2014. 

 −  urbano, a. »Beyond the allied Wartime 
Propaganda: British Labour Policies 
in somalia during the second’ World 
War« Presentation for the panel  
»an imperial World at War«, Kellogg 
college oxford, september 2013.

dr annaLISa urbano  
annaLisa.urBano@uni-Bayreuth.de

backGround: 
Phd thesis (university of edinburgh) 

on »imagining the nation, crafting 
the state: the politics of nationalism 

and decolonisation in somalia«.

16

research project  
 
in the pursuit of Greater somalia:  
the Pan-somali movement and irre-
dentist visions of the somali future 
(1935 – 69) 
 
this project examines the socio- 
political and cultural processes of 
conceiving a Pan-somali movement 
and its vision of Greater somalia, 
starting with the outbreak of second 
World War until the movement’s de-
mise in the late 1960s. it scrutinises 
which options and possibilities were 
available at the time as well as the 
ways in which these intertwined with 
the second World War, the change  
of regime and the process of decolo- 
nisation. it focuses on how these 
opportunities were seized and used 
by some sections of somali society 
and political activists, in particular 
by looking at the work and interacti-

PoSt-doc reSearcher Su
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mately to transatlantic exchan-
ges about Pan-africanism, race 
and education. 
 
in the 19th century, Pan-africa- 
nist thinkers and activists ab- 
road envisioned an african em-
pire, based in West africa, at the 
same time as americo-Liberian 
and sierra Leonean settlers were 
expanding their territorial reach 
and incorporating new settlers 
into their communities. Various 
people saw education as the key 
to »blending« the best of african 
and Western traditions, cultures 
and languages to develop and 
popularise a pan african culture 
and identity. But education also 
served a role in an imagined 
»african empire« of the future. 
educational missions beyond 
the frontiers of the existing 
settlements of Liberia and sier-
ra Leone, some thought, would 
serve to build bridges into neigh- 
bouring territories for the expan- 
sion of the colonies into a grand 
pan-african empire in West africa. 
the project will examine the ex- 
change between Liberia, sierra  
Leone, the us and europe of 
ideas, material culture and peo- 
ple into and out of these schools.

selected Publications/ activities 

 −  Whyte, c. »empires on the verge of a 
nervous breakdown: panic and anxiety 
in imperial settings«. in: Between colony 
and empire: Pan-african colonialism 
and american imperialism in Liberia. 
national identities, fischer-tine, h. 
(ed.), cambridge university Press, 2015 
(forthcoming).  

 −  Whyte, c. » ›everyone knows that laws 
bring the greatest benefits to mankind‹: 
the global and local origins of anti- 
slavery in abyssinia, 1880 – 1942«.  
in: slavery & abolition, april 2014. 

 −  Whyte, c. »dear friend mr. adams, you 
have children«: West african children 
and transnational adoptions in the 19th 
century. Presentation at the conference 
»hard & soft colonialisms«, Kent  
university, canterbury, 7 – 8 July 2014.  

 −  Postdoctoral research fellowship,  
Gilder Lehrman centre, yale university, 
october – november 2014. 

dr  
chrIStIne whyte 

christine.Whyte @ 
uni-Bayreuth.de

backGround: 
Phd thesis (eth Zurich) on »Whose slavery?  
the language and politics of slavery and abolition 
in sierra Leone 1898 to 1956«.

18

research project 
 
the Pan-african school:  
Black imperia-lism and education  
in Liberia and sierra Leone, 
1865 – 1926

the Pan-african school analyses the 
ways in which Pan-africanists and 
africans envisioned a future for african 
diasporas as settlers in West africa 
through colonization and educatio- 
nal schemes between 1865 and 1926. 
flows and counter-flows of know- 
ledge about education between Liberia 
and sierra Leone, the united states 
and europe, will be analysed through 
the study of educational schemes, 
including schools, colleges and trai-
ning institutes. the project examines 
these Liberian and sierra Leonean 
sites of learning in a study that con- 
nects the politics of education policy 
to wider imperial missions and ulti-

PoSt-doc reSearcher 
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nature on the other. hence ma-
nagement issues predominantly 
deal with mutual dependencies 
in space. in order to preserve 
nature, for example, a national 
park is separated from the realm 
of human culture. here, we are 
concerned with temporal rela-
tionships between humans and 
their (natural) environments. 
nature is conceptualized as an 
interface at which some situa-
tions can be actively repeated 
(e.g. as sustainable utilization) 
and some appear as a series of 
unique historical events. 
the sub-project questions ap- 
proaches, presumptions and 
models of knowledge on nature, 
ecology and environment and 
examines different epistemolo-
gies and cosmologies of nature 
with regard to past, present and 
future human/environment- 
relations. We study how diffe-
rent stakeholders in fields such 
as national park conservation 
or climate adaptation conceptu-
alize their respective notions of 
»nature« as historical narra- 
tives relative to their own expe- 
riences of participating in this 
history. methodologically, firstly 
 we look at the roles of models 

in the various relevant case 
studies and disciplines, secondly 
we study the ideas of nature 
and future in scientific and indi- 
genous knowledge systems, 
and thirdly we analyze tech-
nolo-gies and rationalities of 
knowledge production and 
transfer within national adap- 
tation programmes. our case 
studies are in Kenya, niger,  
ethiopia and Zimbabwe. the sub- 
project members organised the 
summer term working group 
»concepts of nature and future: 
africa and beyond« with weekly 
sessions, several public lectures 
and a international conference 
in June titled »negotiating con- 
cepts of nature and future in 
africa« at Bayreuth university.

20

ProJect memBers 

 

 

 

 

Prof dr michaeL hauhs 

 

 Prof dr GeorG KLute 

 

 Prof dr detLef müLLer-mahn 

dr syBiLLe BauriedL 

 

 dr corina Buendia 

 

KuPaKWashe mtata 

nature and culture have been widely 
used as central categories for orga- 
nizing research on africa. We are, 
however, sceptical about the appro-
priateness of this distinction. the 
nature-culture distinction is widely 
criticized because of its essentialist 
and universalist implication (descola, 
2005, Latour 1995, haraway 1990). 
it is traditionally used as a spatial 
delineation: culture on one side,  

visions of nature: 
concepts 

of appropriating and 
conserving 
nature in 
africa

sub-project 
two
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selected Publications/ activities 

 −  trancón Widemann, B. and hauhs, 
m. »algebraic-coalgebraic recursion 
theory of history-dependent dynamical 
system models«. in: electronic notes 
in theoretical computer science, 2014 
(forthcoming). 

 −  hauhs, m. and trancón y Widemann, B. 
»a critique of agent-Based simulation 
in ecology«. in: 26th european confe- 
rence on modelling and simulation, 
troitzsch, K., möhring, m. and Lotzmann, 
u., eds., 2014. 

 

 −  Lange, h.; rosso, o.a.;  
www.bayceer.uni-bayreuth.de/mod/
de/mitarbeiter/mit/mitarbeiter_detail.
php?id_obj=5468« hauhs, m. »ordinal 
pattern and statistical complexity analy-
sis of daily stream flow time series«. in: 
european Physics Journal special topics, 
no. 222, pp. 535 – 552, 2013.

Prof dr mIchaeL hauhS
michaeL.hauhs@uni-Bayreuth.de

backGround:  
ecological modelling,  

university of Bayreuth 
research interests: ecosystem 

models, water and nutrient  
exchange of hydrological 

catchments, forest growth,  
theoretical foundations of  
modelling, information and  

complexity measures of time 
environmental series.
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research Project 
 
concepts of nature in africa and 
beyond  
 
national Parks in africa are a »Western« 
export to africa and contain implicit 
models of nature. We study abstrac-
tions behind various models of  
nature and seek to classify these 
into a few packages, which can be 
regarded as modelling paradigms. 
analogies with the four cosmologies 
proposed by the anthropologist  
Philippe descola in his classification 
of human »cultures« are sought. 
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realm of human culture. in our 
research, we are interested in 
temporal relationships between 
humans and their (natural) envi- 
ronments. nature is conceptu-
alized as an interface at which 
some events can be actively 
repeated or appear as series 
of unique historical events. We 
study how different stakehol-
ders in national parks concep-
tualize their respective notions 
of »nature« as historical narra- 
tives relative to their own com-
petences of participating in this 
history. 

 
selected Publications/ activities 

 −  Klute, G. »tuareg-aufstand in der  
Wüste. ein Beitrag zur anthropologie 
der Gewalt und des Krieges«.  
Köln: Köppe, 2013. 

of the academic committee of BiGsas. 
his main geographic and thematic areas 
of research interest are the southern and 
central sahara, bordering the West african 
sahel; algeria, mali and niger as well as 
Guinea-Bissau and ethiopia; the state in 
africa; nomadism, nomads and the state; 
islam in africa; nGos and the state; work 
in pre-industrial societies; ethnicity;  

anthropology of the state, of violence 
and of war; ethnic conflicts; new forms of 
political domination (para-sovereignty); 
sociology and anthropology of develop-
ment; and anthropological research into 
monetarization. 

 −  Klute, G. »africa’s future environment: 
concepts of appropriation and  
conservation of nature«, Workshop 
des europäischen forschernetzwerkes 
aBorne (african Borderlands research 
network) »Bewildering Borders,  
transnational conservation and  
resource Governance in africa«.  
university of Vienna (september 2013). 

 −  Klute, G.2013, »african Political actors 
in ›ungoverned spaces‹: towards a  
theory of heterarchy«, Klute, Georg / 
Peter skalník (eds.), actors in contem-
porary african Politics, Berlin, münster, 
Wien, Zürich: 1 – 24. 

 −  Klute, G. 2013: »Post-Gaddafi reper- 
cussions, Global islam or Local Logics?«, 
in: Koechlin, Lucy / till förster (eds.), 
mali – impressions of the current crisis 
mali – impressions de la crise actuelle, 
Basel Papers on Political transforma-
tions no. 5, Basel: 7 – 13.

Prof dr  
GeorG kLute 
GeorG.KLute@
uni-Bayreuth.de

backGround:  
Georg Klute has been Professor of 
african anthropology at Bayreuth 
university since 2003. he also 
works as a lecturer for the ena 
master’s programme at strasbourg/ 
Paris, is a member of the executive 
board of aBorne and is a principal 
researcher for as well as a member 
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research Project 
 
Visions of nature: concepts of 
appropriating and conserving 
nature in africa 
 
the project adopts a compa-
rative and interdisciplinary 
approach. research is done in 
some of the national parks in 
africa, namely in ethiopia, niger 
and Zimbabwe. We assume the 
african national park to be an 
export from the West, imposed 
upon colonial africa. it is based 
on the epistemic division of 
the world into the spheres of 
»nature« and »culture«, and 
represents one of the most 
concrete manifestations of the 
dichotomist divide characteri-
zing »modern« thinking since 
the time of enlightenment. We 
further assume that the parti-

Project Leader 

cular epistemic division of the 
world into the spheres »nature«  
and »culture« meets other epi-
stemologies, articulating with 
them in specific ways. here, we 
take Philippe descola’s proposi-
tion as a starting point. descola 
suggests the classification of 
epistemologies into four ideal-
types, which can be represen-
ted according to the criteria of 
internality vs. externality and 
the criteria of continuity vs. 
discontinuity.  
 
the nature-culture distinction 
is traditionally used as a spatial 
delineation: culture on one side, 
nature on the other. hence ma-
nagement issues predominantly 
deal with mutual dependencies 
in space. in order to preserve 
nature, for example, national 
parks are separated from the 
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a study on the pastoral afar in 
ethiopia is primarily concerned 
with the changes of local liveli- 
hoods and the way how the 
pastoralists are managing dif-
ferent risks and conflicts. 
 
a German-french-sudanese 
study is exploring the role of 
water and changes of water 
distribution systems at diffe-
rent spatial levels in Khartoum 
in the course of ongoing social 
and political changes.

selected Publications/ activities 

 −  Weisser, f.; Bollig, m.;  
doevenspeck, m.; müller-mahn, d. 
»translating the ‚adaptation to climate 
change‘ paradigm – the politics of a  
travelling idea in africa«. in: Geogr.  
Journal 180 (2), pp. 111 – 119, 2013.

Prof dr detLef müLLer-mahn 
mueLLer-mahn@uni-Bonn.de

backGround:  
university of Bonn, department of 

Geography, previously: university of 
Bayreuth (april 2001 – march 2013).

26

research Project 
 
ongoing research activities under- 
taken by myself and my working 
group include the following projects:  
 
in a project on »adaptation as a 
travelling idea« as part of the dfG 
priority programme 1448 (»adap- 
tation and creativity in africa«) we 
are focusing on the translation of 
the »adaptation to climate change 
paradigm« into national politics and 
local development in ethiopia and 
uganda.  
 
in another dfG-financed project in 
Kenya we are studying the structure 
of the global value chain in cut flower 
production and its effect on the dy-
namics of the local social-ecological 
system of Lake naivasha. 
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africa with an empirical focus 
on practices of territorializati-
on in Kenya. it shows that the 
idea of »climate neutrality« in 
industrialized countries can only 
be realized within an economic 
system of carbon colonialism 
with forestation projects in the 
Global south. at a national level 
these climate protection projects 
are being used to validate the 
re-emergence of past unpopular 
social policies such as resettle-
ment for large scale infrastruc-
ture projects and industrialized 
agriculture

 
selected Publications/ activities

 −  Bauriedl, s. »Geschlechter im  
Klimawandel: soziale differenzierung 
als Kompetenz sozialwissenschaftlicher 
Klimaanpassungsforschung.«  
in: Gaia 22(4): pp. 8 – 10, 2014. 

 −  Bauriedl, s. »Klimapolitik.« in:  
handbuch Kritische stadtgeographie, 
Belina, B., naumann, m., strüver,  
s. (eds.), 2014 (forthcoming). 

 −  Bauriedl, s. »Geschlechterkonstruktionen 
in umweltdiskursen: Verfestigen und 
aufweichen von Geschlechterdualis-
men.« in: nachhaltigkeit anders denken 

Veränderungspotenziale durch  
Geschlechterperspektiven, Katz, c., 
thiem, a., heilmann, s. and hofmeister, 
s. (eds.) 2014 (forthcoming). 

 −  organisation of the international 
conference »Political geography of 
development, risk and securitization« 
in cooperation with detlef müller-mahn 
and Paul reuber at Bonn university, 
30th september – 2nd october 2014.

dr SybILLe baurIedL 
syBiLLe.BauriedL@ 
uni-Bayreuth.de

backGround:  
 

human geographer holding a Phd 
in natural sciences (dr. rer. nat.) 

from the faculty of Geosciences at 
hamburg university, with a thesis 

on »Playgrounds of sustainable 
development: the power of urban 
development discourses«. she is 

undertaking a habilitation project 
on the political ecology of climate 

change. further research topics 
are energy transition, gender dis-

courses and gentrification. Lecturer 
in human geography at Bonn and 

hamburg universities. 

28

research Project 
 
translation of international climate 
discourse into national climate ad-
aptation and development policy in 
Kenya 
 
the sub-project focusses on nature- 
culture relations and perceptions 
within the climate change debate and 
the idea and protection of national 
parks. my research project examines 
the »translation of international cli-
mate discourse into national climate 
adaptation and development policy in 
Kenya«. translation of global clima-
te goals into national programmes 
is contested. it tends to legitimize 
trade liberalisation, deregulation and 
volunteerism within environmental 
protection and sustainable develop-
ment. the study examines internatio- 
nal climate discourses and adaptati-
on and development policies in east 

PoSt-doc  
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stakeholders in national parks 
based on recent mathematical 
theories, which we hope can 
also be used in other transdis-
ciplinary problems.

selected Publications/ activities 

 −  Buendía, c.; arens, s.; hickler, t.;higgins, 
s. i.; Porada, P. and Kleidon, a. »on the 
potential vegetation feedbacks that  
enhance phosphorus availability; 
insights from a process-based model 
linking geological and ecological time 
scales«. in: BGd, 10(12),  
pp. 19347–19407, 2013. 

 −  Buendía, c.; Kleidon, a.; 
manzonie, s.; reu, B. and Porporato, a. 
Presentation »can phosphorus  
redistribution by animals fertilise 
amazonian lowlands?« BioGeomon 
conference, Bayreuth 15th July 2014. 

 −  Buendía, c.; mtata, K.; Bogner, c. and 
hauhs, m. Presentation »nature inside 
and outside matobo national Park 
(Zimbabwe)«, Vad conference, Bayreuth, 
12th June 2014. 

dr corIna buendía
corina.Buendia-GriGoriu@ 
uni-Bayreuth.de

backGround 
 

mathematician Phd  
in earth systems sciences  
from frankfurt university 

 
reSearch IntereStS

concepts of nature in africa and 
beyond; sustainable development 

from a theoretical perspective; 
 methods for including local know- 
ledge in the study of agro-ecosys-

tems; the amazon Basin; modal 
logic and category theory; and the 

biogeochemical cycles and their 
interaction. 
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research Project 
 
concepts of nature in africa  
and beyond  
 
national parks in africa were created 
as an expression of the »Western« 
conception of »nature« as an auto- 
nomous system that can be pre-
served simply by removing humans 
from it. however, pollen and anthro- 
pological records provide evidence 
that the ecosystems which Western 
scientists initially classified as natural 
or wild have a long history (thousands 
of years) of human management. 
Because the Western knowledge 
system divides the cultural realm 
from the natural, there are no well- 
established scientific methods for 
dealing with human environmental 
relations. therefore, together with 
michael hauhs and Baltazar trancón, 
we are developing a dialogue tool for 

PoSt-doc  
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selected Publications/ activities

 −  Buendía, c., Bogner, c., hauhs, m., & 
mtata, K. »nature inside and outside 
matobo national Park (Zimbabwe)«. 
Presentation at Vad conference,  
Bayreuth, 12th June 2014. 

 −  mtata, K.: »Whose sacred space? 
Perceptions of rural and urban dwellers 
regarding the matobo national Park and 
adjacent landscapes«. Presentation  
at oslo international Graduate students 
conference: »space, culture, and  
religion: considering implications of  
the ›spatial turn‹«. oslo university, 
norway, 19th may 2014.

kuPakwaShe mtata
KuPaKWashe.mtata@uni-Bayreuth.de

backGround
doctoral researcher,  

Bayreuth academy of 
advanced african studies (Ba); 

junior fellow, Bayreuth  
international Graduate school of 

african studies (BiGsas);  
doctoral candidate  

in religious studies,  
university of Bayreuth.
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research Project 
 
concepts of appropriating and  
conserving nature in africa 
 
this project brings together experts 
from religious studies, anthropology, 
geography, ecology, and mathema- 
tical modelling to focus on cases of 
encounters between Western con-
ceptualizations and african autoch- 
thonous ontological designs of hu-
man-environment relations in and 
around national parks in contempo-
rary africa, and to come up with a 
model of the different visions of na-
ture. social evolution on the Zimbab-
wean Plateau (a contribution to the 
historical database of sociocultural 
evolution). 
 
religions, sacralities, cosmologies 
and models of »nature« in matobo 
district, Zimbabwe

doctoraL  
reSearch feLLow
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we focus on concepts of the fu-
ture of Kenya‘s middle class. in 
contrast to many other african 
countries, Kenya has a signifi- 
cant middle class population 
which has grown in importance 
and size since about the 1950s. 
today, it is estimated that about 
45% of the Kenyan population 
have escaped poverty and 17% 
belong to the middle class (cf. 
african development Bank 
2011). however, the middle class 
is far from being a homogeneous 
social group. We are therefore 
collecting original empirical 
material from Kenya to exami-
ne interdependencies between 
lifestyle patterns and plans for 
the future.

the question at the heart of the 
sub project relates to the role of 
members of the middle class: to 
what extent is the formulation 
of various concepts of the future 
related to a heterogeneous socio- 
cultural context of the middle 
class?

more precisely, we discuss the 
following questions: are there 
internal (socio-cultural) diffe- 
ren-tiations of sub-groups 

within the middle class? in how 
far are they distinctive? Would 
it be more adequate to speak of 
middle classes instead? 

how do middle class people 
envisage their future and what 
impact do differences in milieu 
or life style have on their plans?

the ethnological sub-project 
works on a micro level and 
captures the consumption and 
attitude of the middle class. in 
addition the sub-project studies 
intergenerational negotiation  
of plans, hopes and aspirations 
within selected families in 
nairobi. the sociological sub- 
project is primarily focused on 
a meso level. this sub-project 
relies on a mix of quantitative 
and qualitative methodologies 
and thereby differentiates 
between middle class groups by 
analysing their living conditions, 
consumption, and attitudes. 
this project compares milieus in 
nairobi and mombasa.

34

ProJect memBers 

 

 

 

Prof. dr. erdmute aLBer, 

 

Prof. dr. dieter neuBert 

 

 dr. des. Lena KroeKer 

dr. fLorian stoLL 

 

in europe, asia and Latin america, 
as well as in africa, the middle class 
or the bourgeoisie played a key role 
in shaping the future of societies 
throughout social upheavals. the 
middle class is often described as 
innovators, carriers of new political 
 and social values as well as a driving 
economic force, and hence change- 
makers in a social arena. for our  
sociological and anthropological study 

middle classes  
on the rise - 
concepts of  
the future among 
freedom,  
consumption,  
tradition, and  
morals

sub-project 
three
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plans for the future interlink 
with inner-familiar differenti-
ation processes and the (re-)
negotiation of kinship relations?  
 
By analyzing biographies, inner- 
familiar relations and conflicts 
within families, i seek to contri- 
bute to the understanding of 
class formation processes by 
carrying out research on a micro- 
level. in a second step my fin- 
dings from Benin shall be com-
pared with those of Lena  
Kroeker from Kenya. 

selected Publications/ activities

 −  alber, e. »soziale elternschaft im  
Wandel. Kindheit, Verwandtschaft und 
Zugehörigkeit in Westafrika«. Berlin: 
dietrich reimer Verlag, 2014. 

 −  alber, e with coe, c. and thelen, t.    
»the anthropology of sibling relations 
– shared Parentage, experience and 
exchange«. Palgrave macmillan,  
new york, 2013. 

 −  alber, e. »the transfer of belonging:  
theories on child fostering in West 
africa reviewed«. in: »child fostering 
in West africa – new perspectives on 
theories and practices«, alber, e. martin, 

J. and notermans, c. (eds.),  
Brill: Leiden, Boston: pp. 79 – 107, 2013. 

 −  organization of the workshop  
»doing Politics – making Kinship:  
Back towards a future anthropology of 
social organisation and Belonging«,  
Berlin, february 2014.

Prof dr erdmute aLber
erdmute.aLBer@ 
uni-Bayreuth.de

backGround 

erdmute alber holds the chair of 
social anthropology at the university 

of Bayreuth. her research areas 
include political anthropology as 

well as the anthropology of kinship, 
processes of social differentiation, 

conflicts, social change, rural-urban 
relations, migration and inner-fami-
liar dynamics. her regional research 

focus is africa, particularly West 
africa, with a special focus on Benin 

and togo. she recently carried out 
comparative research in Kenya. 

she has also conducted research in 
Latin america (Peru).
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research Project 
 
negotiating concepts of future in the 
context of inner-familiar processes 
of differentiation 
 
the social-anthropological part of  
our research is a joint work with 
Lena Kroeker, who works among 
middle class families in Kenya. my 
special focus lies on families in the 
republic of Benin who perceive them-
selves as part of the middle class.  
i am particularly interested how they 
negotiate emerging inner-familiar 
economic differences. What effects  
result from wide differences in in-
come, educational level and future 
aspirations among siblings and their 
offspring? how do these differences 
influence inner-familiar relations, 
and what does this mean for class 
theory and class formation proces-
ses? in how far do aspirations and 

Project Leader 
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entities inside of a society that 
capture people with a similar 
view of life and way of life…« 
(flaig, meyer and ueltzhöffer: 
alltagsästhetik und politische 
Kultur. Bonn 1991: 55). this 
socio-cultural understanding 
of social differentiation goes 
beyond solely socio-economic 
approaches of strata or classes 
and underlines the interplay 
between economic and cultural 
influences in the creation of 
social differentiation. the first 
preliminary results show that 
social differentiation goes far 
beyond classes. We identity 
distinct differences concerning 
the expressed aims in life, the 
concepts of a good society, 
employment and performance, 
family, partnership and gender 
roles, leisure and communicati-
on, everyday life aesthetics and 
ideals and role models. 

selected Publications/ activities 

 −  neubert, d., stoll, f. »one or many  
middle class(es) in Kenya? towards 
an analytical frame for distinguishing 
subgroups«. in: conference Papers of 
the 5th european conference on african 
studies in Lisbon, ecas 2013:  

african dynamics in a multipolar World 
(forthcoming).  

 −  neubert, d: »What is ›middle class‹?  
in search of an appropriate concept«.  
in: middle east – topics & arguments, 
vol. 2: 23 – 35, 2014. 

 −  neubert, d. »middle class as driver  
of change? normative orientations and 
Visions of the future« and »middle 
class as driver of change? Between 
democracy, conservatism and self- 
interest«. Panels at the conference of 
the international sociological association 
in Japan, July 2014. 

 −  neubert, d. Panel (together with  
dominique darbon) »middle classes in 
africa: the making of social category  
and its social meaning and uses«. Panel 
at the5th european conference on 
african studies in Lisbon, ecas 2013: 
african dynamics in a multipolar World. 

Prof dIeter neubert
dieter.neuBert@ 
uni-Bayreuth.de

backGround 
 

dieter neubert is professor of 
development sociology at the  

university of Bayreuth. his re- 
search areas include sociology of 
africa (including social structure), 

sociology of violent conflicts, social 
change, and development policy. 

his regional research focus is africa, 
particularly east africa. he has also 

conducted research in southeast 
asia (Vietnam and thailand).
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research Project 
 
concepts of the future among  
freedom, consumption, tradition,  
and moral 
 
the sociological part is a joint project 
with florian stoll. the research is 
situated on a meso level and tries 
to situate the different everyday 
lifeworlds of middle class people in 
a wider setting of social structure. 
the focus is on different lifestyles or 
lifeworlds. the research focusses on 
nairobi and mombasa. the identifi-
cation of different milieus is based 
on everyday life practices, plans and 
discourses that represent and have 
affected and affect visions of the 
future. the analysis of the relation 
between visions of the future and 
lifestyles and lifeworlds lead to a 
reconstruction of distinct milieus. 
these milieus are »…sub-cultural 
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in biographic narratives inter-
viewees spoke about their past 
experiences, current roles, and 
professional positions. follo-
wing these lines interviewees 
also discussed their ideas on 
how to improve their situation. 
some people, for instance, com-
bined phases of wage labour 
and phases of further educa- 
tion, and indicated they had as-
pirations and hopes for better 
jobs. Besides education and 
professional career aspirations 
four other fields are of interest: 
family and partnership, housing, 
social security, and everyday 
practices. 
 
empirical material indicates 
already that sub-groups within 
the middle class show differen- 
ces in their planning for the 
future. Basic distinctions can 
be found in the time span (i.e. 
few weeks; 3 – 5 years; for the 
next generation) as well as who 
is involved in such plans (i.e. 
only the individual; close family 
and friends; one‘s ethnic group; 
Kenyans as a nation). for in-
stance, new members of the 
middle class, i.e. social climbers, 
who came from poorer families, 

expressed an interest in giving 
back to society and teaching 
others how they had managed 
to raise their standard of living. 
yet, they were hardly able to 
make long term plans due to 
the risk of equally rapid down-
ward social mobility. 

selected Publications/ activities 

 −  Kroeker, L. Presentation at the european 
association of development research 
and training institutes (eadi), Bonn, 
25th June 2014. 

 −  Kroeker, L. »future Visions of the  
Kenyan middle class«, Presentation at 
the Junges Kolleg der Bayerischen  
akademie der Wissenschaften,  
münchen, 6th february 2014. 

 −  Presentation at münchner Volkshoch-
schule, January 23, 2014 on »alltag in 
afrika - Verwandtschaftsbeziehungen 
im Wandel« 

 −  field research in nairobi, Kenya, 
July – october 2013.

dr deS Lena kroeker
Lena.KroeKer@uni-Bayreuth.de

backGround 
 

Lena Kroeker is associated with 
the chair of social anthropology 
at Bayreuth university (Prof. dr. 

erdmute alber). her research inte-
rests include middle classes in 

africa; future/time; architecture 
in africa; medical anthropology, in 

particular hiV/aids; and uncertain 
situations. Geographically her focal 
points are in eastern africa (Kenya) 

and southern africa (south africa 
and Lesotho). Lena Kroeker is an 
alumna of the Bayreuth interna-
tional Graduate school of african 

studies (BiGsas) and her Phd thesis 
focused on medical counselling for 
the prevention of mother-to-child-

transmission of hiV in Lesotho.
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research Project 
 
Planning for the time to come – 
concepts of the future of nairobi‘s 
middle class(es) 
 
Within the sub-project on middle  
classes and their future concepts in 
Kenya i focus on various formula-
tions of plans for the future. With a 
biographic approach, which captures 
processes that started in the past but 
prosper and sprout in the present and 
future, i investigate current personal 
interests, aims and motivations of 
middle class people in nairobi. follow- 
ing ernst Bloch, i assume that the  
present is »pregnant« with future. 
With that Bloch meant that everything 
people plan, aspire to and imagine for 
their future is already (prepared in 
 the) present. hence, people sow the 
seeds of what they are going to har-
vest in the time to come. 

PoSt-doc reSearcher
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an old port city with different 
cultural influences (e.g. arab,  
indian and muslim). thus one 
can find specific groups with 
certain future visions like the 
yuppie-like young Professionals 
(spronk 2012) in nairobi or local 
swahili groups in mombasa 
which cannot be found in a rele-
vant quantity in the other city. 
 
the study transfers and adapts 
methodologies and theories to 
examine an exemplary african 
context from a sociological point 
of view. so the research repre-
sents a test for euro-american 
concepts (like the class analysis 
of Bourdieu) to see how well 
they fit to the social structure 
of african societies. the first re-
sults of three exemplary milieus 
in nairobi give a preview of the 
analysis: the milieu of (neo-)
traditionals is strongly deter-
mined by ethnic affiliations and 
rural-urban ties. in contrast 
social climbers focus on work 
and social mobility which makes 
sociocultural influences less 
important. young urban profes- 
sionals are a milieu in which 
certain jobs and a consume- 
oriented lifestyle are prevalent. 

these groups have specific future 
visions which are connected 
with their living conditions in 
nairobi.

 
selected Publications/ activities 

 −  neubert, d., stoll, f. »one or many 
middle class(es) in Kenya? towards 
an analytical frame for distinguishing 
subgroups«. in: conference Papers of 
the 5th european conference on african 
studies in Lisbon, ecas 2013: african 
dynamics in a multipolar World, 2014 
(forthcoming). 

 −  stoll, f. »future visions in social milieus 
among the middle-class of nairobi 
and mombasa – empirical results and 
theoretization of future concepts«. 
Presentation on the Panel »sociological 
images of the future« (rc07) 18th World 
congress of sociology of the international 
sociological association, yokohama, 
13 – 19th July 2014.  

 −  stoll, f. »connecting the study of social 
structure with a meaning-based analy- 
sis – an exemplary reconstruction of 
milieus in nairobi´s ‚middle class‘».  
Presentation at the ten-year anniversary 
conference of the center for cultural 
sociology, yale university, new haven, 
25 – 27th april 2014.

dr fLorIan StoLL
fLorian.stoLL@ 
uni-Bayreuth.de

backGround 
florian stoll is a member of the 

developmental sociology department 
at Bayreuth university (chair: Prof. 
dr. dieter neubert). his main areas 

of research are: developmental 
 sociology (regional foci: Kenya and 

Brazil); analysis of social  
struc-ture and social inequality (e.g. 

social milieus, classes, etc.); urban 
sociology and sociology of space; 

Pierre Bourdieu’s sociology;  
sociology of the body; and sociology 

of culture/cultural sociology.  
he wrote his Phd thesis on social 
milieus in the Brazilian city recife 

and their use of time.
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research Project 
 
social milieus and their imagi-
nations of the future in nairobi 
and mombasa 
 
my sociological research is a 
close collaboration with Prof. 
dr. dieter neubert. it examines 
which milieus/lifestyles exist 
in the middle classes of nairobi 

and mombasa and which imagi- 
nations of the future these 
milieus have. to analyse the 
social groups i go beyond a class 
concept which cannot grasp 
cross-cutting influences and 
cultural specifics like urban 
-rural ties or the influences of 
ethnicity, the extended family 
or religious affiliation. my study 
even examines the specific ur-
ban effects of the two biggest 
Kenyan cities. there are large 
local differences between nairobi 
and mombasa due to historic, 
economic and cultural factors. 
so my research aims at recon-
structing locally specific social 
milieus and future visions in 
nairobi and in mombasa with 
special attention to commonali-
ties and differences. nairobi  
is an economic and political cen-
ter for east africa. mombasa is 
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promise creative solutions for 
global challenges. it is our aim  
to identify the effects of concep- 
tualisations of the future on 
global archives of knowledge, 
transcultural dialogicity and 
translocal conceptualisations of 
futures in europe, africa and  
the u.s. in doing so, the relation- 
ship between future and tech-
nology in general and future and 
the internet in particular is the 
core subject of this research 
project.

terms

»fiction« does not exist in a 
vacuum; rather, given constella-
tions of knowledge, power and 
visions are negotiated polypho- 
nously – affirmed, and/or sub-
verted. »diasporas« transgress 
borders between languages and 
nations just as much as fiction 
transgresses conventional boun- 
daries of genres and media. the 
»internet« has become a haven 
and home for these kinds of in-
tersections and interactions of 
both africa and its diasporas as 
well as media and genres. Web-
logs, informational as well as 
social fora (to mention just the 

most obvious), are mediaspaces 
that are informed by given geo-
political power constellations 
and yet offer scopes of intellec-
tual and aesthetic mobility that 
transgress them. here, poetics 
arises that (re)invents itself for 
the future, coping with history 
and negotiating the present.

Questions

this research project focusses 
on (fictional) knowledge about 
future, pursuing comparative 
analyses of various and intersec-
ting media, genres and regions  
in synchronic and diachronic per-
spectives: 1) Which visions and 
projections of the future are  
negotiated in african and african 
-diasporic fictional texts, how 
is history remembered into the 
future in them – and with which 
implications? 2) how do these 
african and african-diasporic 
fictional texts represent and 
use technology in general and 
the internet in particular? 3) 
Which visions and projections 
of »future« – with particular 
reference to africa and its dias-
poras, europe, and the usa – 
are negotiated in fiction, above 
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ProJect  

memBers 

core memBers 

 

Prof dr susan arndt 

dr Gerd uLrich Bauer 

dr henriet te GunKeL 

PeGGy Piesche 

associated 

nadJa ofuatey-aLaZard 
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mariam PoPaL 

fadi saLeh 

 our sub-project is dedicated to fictio- 
nal conceptualisations of the future 
in the intersection and overlapping 
of internet, imagination and africa 
and its diasporas. in doing so, literary 
and media studies are mobilized as 
(trans)cultural »life science« (ottmar 
ette). consequently, fiction, diaspo-
ra and internet are approached as 
spaces with entangled histories that 
generate entangled futures, which 

concepts 
of future in 

mediaspaces of africa 
and its  
diasporas

sub-project 
four
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studies, gender, sexuality stu-
dies, and queer studies.

selected Publications/ activities 

 −  Workshop. »technology, internet and 
its effects on diaspora, notions of race 
and conceptions of the future«.  
(convenors, 12 – 13th January 2014.) 

 −  Workshop. »anton Wilhelm amo  
between enlightenment and slavery. 
contexts, Visons and memory«.  
(convenors, 22nd – 23rd november 
2013.) 

 −  Workshop. »Queer temporalities«.  
(convenors, June 2013.) 

 −  Workshop. »media as space for  
future: internet & Literatures in african 
diasporas. textual representations  
of future. challenging notions of  
Literature, african diasporas and Web«.  
(convenors, 1st – 2nd february 2013.) 

 −  film series. »future films«, april – July 
2013, and »movement in film«, october 
2013 – february 2014. (organisers.) 

 −  BiGsas. festivals of african and  
african-diasporic literature:  
»remembering flash-forward«, 
14. – 16. June 2012; »intertextuality«, 

20. –  22. June 2013; and »memory«, 
2014. (convenors/organisers.)
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all in afrofuturism, africanist 
science fiction and african- 
diasporic net-art? 4) how have 
afrofuturism, africanist sf and 
african-diasporic net-art inter-
vened and generated visions of 
histories that are remembered 
into »futures«? (how) do they 
influence conceptualizations 
of the future and intervene in 
contemporary processes? What 
are the implications of such 
interventions? 5) What are the 
impacts of visions of »future« 
on global archives of know- 
ledge, on transcultural dialogi- 
city, and on local and translocal 
conceptions of »future« in  
europe, africa and the usa?  
6) how do various genres inter-
act in the internet, how are their 
stakeholders and/or agencies 
cross-linked on local and/or 
transregional levels, and how do 
their literary-aesthetical visions 
of »future« influence political 
activism in »real« (local) settings, 
especially in urban agglomera- 
tions (understood as contact 
spaces between africa/europe/
northern america/asia, and 
africa/diaspora(s)) respectively? 
7) (how) can research on new  
literary representations of future 

(e.g. »afrofuturism«, sf, african- 
diasporic net-art) determine 
coordinates for the future of a 
»Literary study in motion« 
(ottmar ette), contribute to new 
paradigms and mappings, and 
thereby result in the advance- 
ment of both literature and 
literary studies?

methodology and theory

Literary studies facing trans-
medial and transcultural fiction 
has to reinvent itself and resi-
tuate its structures, concepts 
and agendas. the various pro- 
jects will rely on an expertise 
in african and african-diasporic 
literature and film, english and 
German studies as well as cul- 
tural and media studies. yet, 
conventional pigeonholes such 
as national literatures and 
one-language-one-nation-only 
frames of literary studies as 
well as static genre-distinctions 
between literature here and 
(new) media there are likewise 
transgressed. as a result, the 
project undertakes transcultu-
ral Literary studies, relying on 
postcolonial theory and critical 
whiteness studies, diaspora 

In
tr

o
d

cu
tI

o
n

 S
u

b-
Pr

o
je

ct
 f

Iv
e



49
in a second step, this thesis is 
probed and mobilized by analy- 
zing representations of (then 
latest) technologies or fantasies 
about (possible) future techno-
logies in order to deconstruct 
the respective visions of the 
future. this is the core question: 
(how) is technology negotiated 
as topos of the future? empiri-
cally, i will focus on representa-
tions of technology and (visions 
of) the future in english and 
anglophone literatures. relying 
on the methodological frame of 
transcultural english studies, 
i discuss literatures in english 
(and beyond) in a comparative 
approach that works both dia- 
chronically and synchronically. 
in doing so, i will focus particu-
larly on the representation of 
both the industrial revolution 
and/in Victorian literature as 
well as the digital revolution 
and/in the late 20th/early 21st 
century.
in complementary fashion, i, 
moreover, contribute to recent 
debates about the future of 
literary studies, looking at 
transformations in literature as 
caused and moulded in/by the 
digital age.

selected Publications/ activities 

 −  arndt, s. »die 101 wichtigsten fragen. 
rassismus.« münchen: c.h.Beck Verlag, 
2012. 

 −  arndt, s. »europe, race and diaspora.« 
in: Brancato, sabrina. afroeurope@n 
configurations: readings and Projects, 
pp. 30 – 57. cambridge: cambridge  
scholars Publishing, 2012. 

 −  arndt, s. with ofuatey-alazard, n.  
»afro-fictional in(ter)ventions.  
revisiting the BiGsas-Literature  
festival. Bayreuth 2011 – 2013«.  
münster: assemblage, 2014. 

 −  arndt, s. with a.v. oppen: inauguration 
of the Bayreuth academy: »future 
africa – Visions in time«, 3rd december 
2012; Working group a »conceptualising 
future. current debates in regional and 
systematic research«, may – July 2013 
and international conference »concep- 
tualising future. current debates in  
regional and systematic research«, 
4 – 7th July 2013.

Prof dr.  
SuSan arndt

susan.arndt@
uni-Bayreuth.de

backGround 

Professor of english and anglophone Literature. 
research foci: methodology/theory: transcultural english  
studies, critical race studies/critical Whiteness studies,  
Postcolonial studies and Gender studies; empirical focus:  
British, african and african-diasporic literatures,  
african-american civil rights movement.
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research Project 
 
Between fascination and fears, 
conservatism and in(ter)vention. 
representations of technology 
and/as Visions of future in 
anglophone Literatures. 
 
the imaginary offers unique 
options to invent, probe and 
even meet the future. indeed, 
nowhere is it simpler to pay the 

Project  
Leader 
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future flying visits than in the 
worlds of fiction. fiction deals 
with what was, what is, and 
what might be coming our way. 
fiction in general and literature 
in particular has always been 
both a space of memory and a 
laboratory for visions of the  
future. consequently, literature 
is a rich medium when attemp-
ting to revisit and analyse (past 
and present) visions of the  
future in a historical perspective. 
utopias and dystopias just as 
much other fictional represen-
tations of the future are made 
of visions that project futures, 
reflecting upon the past. in 
doing so, they intervene into 
the present in order to shape 
the future. an exploration of 
this thesis with respect to the 
literary imagination lies at the 
heart of my research project.  
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an attempt to predict the future 
(an understanding i am borro-
wing from samuel r. delany), 
but rather as offering a (politi-
cal) distortion of the present. 
this project consequently takes 
as its point of departure cultu-
ral and media texts that seek 
to imagine the world different-
ly, while simultaneously being 
attentive to the experiences of 
cultural dislocation, estrange-
ment and alienation – as arti- 
culated in the concept of af-
rofuturism – that continue to 
define the african and african- 
diasporic present. the investi-
gation thus contributes to  
current theoretical debates on 
the questions of (feminist) theo-
ries of science and technology 
as well as queer temporality 
and african philosophy.

 
selected Publications/ activities 

 −  Gunkel, h. with matebeni, Z. and  
raissiguier, c. (eds.) in movement:  
Women in africa and the african  
diaspora. special issue of Jenda:  
a Journal of culture and african  
Women studies, forthcoming, 2014. 
 

 −  Gunkel, h. » ›We’ve been to the moon  
and back‹ – das afrofuturistische Parti-
kulare im universalisierten imaginären. 
in: total. universalismun und Partikula-
rismus in postkolonialer medientheorie, 
Bergermann, u. and heidenreich, n. 
(eds.). Berlin: transcript, as part of the 
series ›Post_koloniale medienwissen-
schaften‹, forthcoming, 2014.« 

 −  Gunkel, h. »the Politics of appearance  
in Global Petitions – some reflections 
on Postcolonial homophobia, Local 
interventions and Queer solidarity  
online.« in: african studies review,  
no. 56/02, pp. 67 – 81, 2013. 

 −  autumn 2013: Visiting scholar at the 
tisch school of the arts at nyu, usa.

dr henrIette GunkeL 
henriet te.GunKeL@uni-Bayreuth.de

backGround 
 

henriette Gunkel received her Phd 
from the school of social sciences, 
media and cultural studies at the 

university of east London, uK. she 
is the author of the monograph 
»the cultural Politics of female 

sexuality in south africa« and 
co-editor of »What can a Body do? 

Praktiken und figurationen des 
Körpers in den Kulturwissenschaf-

ten«, »undutiful daughters. new 
directions in feminist thought 

and Practice« and »frieda Grafe. 
30 filme«. she is a member of 

the international advisory board of 
the online journal »darkmatter. in 
the ruins of imperial culture« and 

co-editor of the online journal »Body 
Politics. Zeitschrift für Körper- 

geschichte«. she is also co-curator 
of the african film festival cinema-

meu in inhambane, mozambique.
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research Project 
 
the chronopolitics of africanist 
science-fictional interventions 
 
tentatively titled »the chronopolitics 
of africanist science-fictional inter- 
ventions,« the research project shifts 
its focus onto the specific genre of 
science fiction in cultural and media 
productions such as feature and ex-
perimental films, multi-media instal-
lations, photography, literature and 
sound, and investigates questions 
of space, temporality, technology 
and sociality. addressing the african 
continent in both its historical and 
contemporary contexts, the project 
looks beyond questions of represen-
tation and identity to explore and 
theorize the conjunction of experien-
ce and technology/the digital within 
futuristic imaginations. in this vein,  
i understand science fiction not as 

PoSt-doc reSearcher
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borders as defined in the physi-
cal world seem to be dissolved. 
this paves the way for a digital 
diaspora, which seems to 
transcend marshall mcLuhan’s 
definition of cyberspace as a 
»global village«. Black public in-
tellectuals, activists and literary 
artists create a new space of 
collective belonging beyond 
national references of african 
and/ or diasporic identities 
 
selected Publications/ activities 

 −  Piesche, P. »inscriptions into the Past, 
anticipations of the future: audre Lorde 
and the Black Woman‘s movement in 
Germany«. in: audre Lorde‘s »trans- 
national Legacies«, Bolaki, s. and Broeck 
s. (eds.). university of massachusetts 
Press, 2014 (forthcoming). 

 −  Piesche, P. »remembering flash  
forward. the Politics of memory«.  
in: afrofictional in[ter]ventions. 
revisiting the BiGsas-festival of  
african (-diasporic) Literatures, Bayreuth 
2011 – 2013«, arndt, s. and ofuatey- 
alazard, n (eds.). münster, pp. 203 – 212, 
2014.  

 −  interview: www.academia.edu/ 
5732697/_Kritisches_Weisssein_ist_

eine_uberlebensstrategie_-_an. 
schlage._das_feministische_magazin_
Wien_nov._2013 »Kritisches Weißsein 
ist eine überlebensstrategie« an.schlä-
ge. das feministische magazin, Wien, 
november 2013. 

 −  Presentation on the Ba outreach day in 
munich at münchner Volkshochschule, 
2nd february 2014. 

 −  Piesche, P. conference presentation at 
»Black Germans in diaspora«: the third 
annual convention of the Black German 
heritage and research association. 
amherst college, amherst,  
massachusetts, august 2013.  

 −  Piesche, P. conference presentations 
at »diaspora relocated: the transnatio-
nal of the Black feminist movement in 
Germany«: the 7th Biennial conference 
of the association for the study of the 
Worldwide african diaspora (asWad), 
santo domingo, dominican republic, 
october 2013. 

backGround 
 

Peggy Piesche is a literary and  
cultural studies scholar, having  

studied German Literature,  
Philosophy and ancient history 

(eberhard-Karls-university  
tübingen). she is the editor of the 

internationally well-known antho-
logy on audre Lorde and the Black 

Woman‘s movement in Germany 
 and an active member of the Black 

German community and its transna-
tional network in the Black diaspora. 
her Phd thesis is on »the enthusiasm 

of absence: conceptualizing sub-
jectivity through travel in christoph 

martin Wieland’s philosophical 
novels« at the university of  

Paderborn. Peggy Piesche’s research 
 focus is on the Black diaspora 

in Germany and europe. she is a 
founding member of the transat- 

lantic research project »Black euro-
pean studies (Best)« and has  

written widely on critical race and  
Whiteness studies. 

PeGGy PIeSche 
PeGGy.Piesche@
uni-Bayreuth.de
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research Project 
 
diaspora on the move: negotiating 
notions of race and digitalized  
collective identities in media spaces 
 
this research project studies new 
and evolving virtual spaces and 
investigates which challenges these 
spaces pose for collective identities 
within the african diaspora. emer-
ging new literary genres offer spaces 
to renegotiate black identity between 
africa and the african diaspora. With 
an emphasis on the notion of future 
already inscribed in the concept of 
diaspora this research project analy- 
zes how relevant categories (i.e. the 
future of race, notions of public  
space) are newly conceptualized by 
and in virtual spaces. 
 
if digital spaces are indeed »laces« 
without borders, geographies and 
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development of »global icons« 
(haustein) in different media.  
 
africa and its diasporas have 
produced diverse imaginations 
of future and utopias by means 
of visual culture. today, visiona-
ries draw on the pool of images 
of past futures which are pro- 
vided by the visual archives of 
revolutions and liberation 
struggles. these fragments 
are remixed, re-interpreted or 
repeated in different genres 
such as painting, photography 
and audiovisual media. as well 
as referencing existing visions, 
such imaginations of futures  
by means of the past create new 
imageries and figurations and 
meander between political- 
economic pragmatism and 
nostalgic utopia. Based on this, 
we investigate the entangle-
ments of aesthetics and po-
li-tics in situations of radical 
social transformation, and the 
becoming of icons. central to 
our investigation are diachro-
nic and transcultural filiations 
and connections within visual 
culture in the ‚longue durée‘ of 
lusophone africa. these »ra-
dicant« images (Bourriaud) are 

part of visual memory cultures 
and are enmeshed with thriving 
political-social movements and 
recent medial transformations. 
our understanding of image 
is a broad one – video stills, 
paintings, photos and virtual 
»post-productions« of images 
(Bourriaud) constitute our field, 
which spans a triangle of fine 
arts, film and virtual imageries 
in digital media such as the 
internet. images thereby have 
several temporalities in relation 
to revolution – as »seismogra-
phers« and expressions of an-
ticipation (»Vor-schein«, Bloch), 
affirmation, and as a virtual 
archive of visual fragments in-
tended to activate revolution. 
 
departing from the context  
of ›area studies‹, we make visi- 
ble – eg by tracing images and 
motifs – routes and connec-
tions which are scarcely present 
in discourses around liberation. 
our research circles around  
mozambique, particularly be- 
cause of the foundation of the 
»instituto nacional de cinema« 
right after independence in 
1975, established in order to 
produce and promote »own« 
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ProJect memBers 

core memBers 

Prof dr  
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dr des  

nadine sieGert 

dr uLf VierKe 

dr des 

 Katharina finK 

 
curator

 storm Janse Van 

rensBurG 

 

  

Phd-researchers

aminata mBaye 

stefanie aLisch 

images and visual cultures of re-
volution and drastic social change 
are at the centre of the interdiscip-
linary project »revolution 3.0«, run 
by scholars from art, literature and 
cultural studies. focal points of our 
research are the ways in which ico-
nographies of revolution are taken up 
by younger generations in fine arts 
and popular culture as well as the 
migration of visual memes and the 

revolution 3.0: 
iconographies 
of social utopia  
in africa and  
its diasporas

sub-project 
fIve
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images as a contrast to colonial 
imageries. furthermore, mozam- 
bique as part of the »socialist 
international« formed an inte-
gral part of political dynamics 
(e.g. in algeria, angola, namibia, 
Burkina faso, Guinea Bissau), 
which constituted iconographies. 
this internationalism, both ideo- 
logical and factual, resulted in 
references and relations which 
reach beyond africa as a conti-
nent (and connect with, for ex-
ample, the ussr, cuba, Gdr and 
chile), which are traced by our 
project by means of image pro-
duction. We work closely with 
artists and activists involved 
in the revolutions, as well as 
with researchers interested in 
investigating the temporalities 
and future visions of revolution 
focusing on images and image 
productions.

in the individual projects, the 
general research topic is tackled 
from different angles, ranging 
from the concept of the revolu-
tionary »messenger« (fendler) 
via visual possibilities of mili- 
tant femininity (siegert) and 
archives as futuristic visual 
projects (Vierke) to entangled 

temporalities in fashion (fink). 
the icon Lab, developed as a re-
search method in the first year 
of the project – and curated 
among other projects by storm 
Janse Van rensburg –  is one 
of our main tools for creating 
an »image tank« of revolutions, 
both as a physical research set-
ting in the Bayreuth academy 
of advanced african studies 
as well as a mobile method. 
Beyond publications and exhibi- 
tions, our research results 
manifest in a glossary which 
is interlinked with our »image 
tank«. 
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and between the profane and 
the mythic or even the mystic. 
this characteristic also might 
link the personage to a »messi-
anic type« of messenger/savior/
visionary. the corpus of images 
comprises photographies of  
samora machel and its repeti- 
tive reproduction in various 
dispositives (popular modes like 
songs, fashion, internet, film). 
Besides samora machel, the cor-
pus contains photos of thomas 
sankara, amilcar cabral, Patrice 
Lumumba and che Guevara.  
 
Besides the focus on the coming 
into being of an icon that trans-
ports messages and is used by 
and uses various dispositives, 
the itinerant quality of the icons 
is of main interest so that the 
routes between mozambique, 
angola, Burkina faso, congo and 
cuba can be traced.

selected Publications/ activities 

 −  fendler, u. »the missing people«  
– the return of the »people«?  
fictocritical positions in the art scene 
in maputo«. Publications of the inter- 
national conference of the center of 
africna studies, uem, maputo,  

november 2012, september 2014 
(forthcoming). 

 −  fendler, u., Gilzmer, m. and Bienbeck, 
r. »transformations, changements et 
renouveaux dans la littérature et le  
cinéma au maghreb depuis 1990«. 
münchen, september 2014  
(forthcoming).  

 −  fendler, u. »cinema in mozambique:  
an outline of recent tendencies in  
a complex mediascape«.  
in: critical interventions, 2014  
(forthcoming). 

 −  fendler, u. »narrating the indian ocean: 
challenging the circuits of migrating 
notions«. in: michael mann/ineke 
Phaf-rheinberger (eds): »Beyond the 
Line. cultural narrations of the  
southern oceans«, mann, m. and 
Phaf-rheinberger (eds.).  
Berlin: neofelis, 179 – 198, 2014. 

 −  fendler, u. and feierstein, L.»enfances? 
représentations de l’enfance en afrique 
et en amérique Latine«. münchen, aVm, 
2013.

Prof dr ute fendLer
ute.fendLer@ 

uni-Bayreuth.de

backGround 

chair of romance Literatures and comparative 
studies at the university of Bayreuth (since 2006), 
director of the institute of african studies (since 
2011), specialist of african cinema, francophone 
and Lusophone literatures and film/tV (africa, 
caribbean, canada), intermedial and intercultural 
phenomenon.
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research Project 
 
itinerant icons – heroes as  
iconic messengers on the move 
 
images play an important role  
in conveying revolutionary  
messages. in particular, politi- 
cal leaders have often (been) 
transformed into idols for their 
respective communities and 
movements. it is particularly 
interesting to analyze these pic-
tures, using the term »icon« as 
a lens – which links the quality 
of the iconic representation to 
sacred rites as well as sacred 
passages from one state of 
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Project Leader being into another. iconographies 
do also function via a typified 
representation that reduces the 
image to central elements that 
are significant for the message 
that is to be conveyed. it is there- 
fore of foremost interest to 
trace sets of characteristics that 
are part of a process that turn 
images into icons.  
 
closely linked to the idea of the 
hero being represented in an 
icon is the notion of a vision 
ora dream. the message to be 
conveyed is linked to a future 
life so that the messenger (the 
icon, the represented hero in 
the icon) must be a visionary 
who can »see« the future and 
therefore communicates with 
another – invisible – world, being 
the messenger between the 
epochs (past-present-future) 
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selected Publications/ activities 

 −  siegert, n. »Luanda Lab – aesthetic 
practices between nostalgia and  
utopia«. in: critical interventions special 
issue: »emerging Platforms for  
artistic Production in drc, angolaand 
mozambique«, haney, e. (ed.). 2014 
(forthcoming). 

 −  siegert, n. »nostalgia and utopia. on 
the (Post)socialist condition in angolan 
contemporary art Practise.« Paper at 
13th international conference of africa-
nists. institute for african studies of the 
russian academy of sciences, moscow, 
2014. 

 −  siegert, n. »the archives of the future: 
revisiting iconographies of revolu-
tion and utopia in contemporary art 
practice.« Presentation at acasa 16th 
triennial symposium on african art. 
new york, 2014. 

 

 −  siegert, n: »the art(s) of revolution: 
images, figurations and iconographies 
of radical change in the digital age.« 
Presentation at création et actualité 
en afrique / creation and actuality in 
africa. international conference Labo-
ratoire Littérature arts et société of our 
Partner university mohammed V, 2014. 

 −  siegert, n., Janse Van rensburg, s. 
»GhostBusters ii (haunted by heroes)«. 
exhibition and catalogue with savvy 
contemporary Berlin, 2013. 

dr deS nadIne SIeGert
nadine.sieGert@uni-Bayreuth.de
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research Project 
 
socialist realisms in africa.  
an art-historical study 
 
this project aims at providing an 
overview of art production in the 
context of socialism and questions 
aesthetic practice in relation to 
ideology and concepts of past and 
future.  
 
iconographies of militant femininity 
before, during and after the revolu-
tion 
 
the time of the anti-colonial libera-
tion wars offered a space for eman-
cipatory practices and the possibility 
to anticipate another future. i argue 
that this is also visible in the icono-
graphy of that time as well as today. 
in the project, i analyse these images 
and imaginaries.  
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backGround 
 

dr. phil., art studies africa, 
 Bayreuth international school of 

african studies, university of  
Bayreuth, 2013 with the topic 

›re-mapping Luanda. utopia and 
nostalgia in aesthetic practice‹. 

research topics: contemporary art, 
curatorial studies, popular culture, 
socialism in africa, post-socialism, 

visual culture, museum and  
archive studies. 
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for positive and creative recon-
figurations. our relation to them 
is an act of the imagination, a 
gesture that looks forward.  
 
consequently, our relation to 
texts and images becomes pro-
blematic: what kind of treatment 
can we operate on this material? 
following michel de certeau, one 
could suggest proper procedures: 
in this view the archive of our 
scientific project operates as a 
redistribution space and esta-
blishes its own momentum by 
creating its sources, by perfor-
mance and by constantly trans-
forming its procedures.  
 
the visual creativity in places as 
nairobi questions the usual bor-
ders between disciplines; photo-
graphs are used to narrate the 
story of an aspiring middle class, 
and of a plural society, projecting 
its own self-satisfied model. the 
current research focusses on the 
history and praxis of studio pho- 
tography as well as on the art 
praxis of various Kenyan artists 
(e.g. sam hopkins or James  
muriuki and miriam syowia 
Kyambi), whose practice cons-
tantly revolves around the 

transition of society and the 
development of rapidly evolving 
urban spaces. 

selected Publications/ activities 

 −  Vierke, u. Presentation »archive, art 
and anarchy. challenging the praxis of 
collecting at iwalewahaus« for the panel 
»arts from the archive«. at acasa,  
sixteenth triennial symposium on  
african art. new york, march 2014. 

 −  Vierke, u. discussion during the panels: 
»revolution 3.0: iconographies of utopia 
in africa and its diaspora«. 5th european 
conference on african studies (ecas), 
Lisbon, 28th June 2013. 

 −  Vierke, u. »archive, art and anarchy – 
challenging the Praxis of collecting  
like in not in the title or from the topo-
logical archive to the anarchic archive«. 
in: mashing up the archive, hopkins, s. 
(ed.). nürnberg, 2012. 

 −  Vierke, u. , Lenoire, G., richard, a. and 
siegert n. (eds.). »aquitaine afriques: 
contact Zones. 20 années de migrations 
culturelles«. nürnberg, 2012.

dr uLf vIerke
uLf.VierKe@uni-Bayreuth.de

backGround 
 

ulf Vierke is director of the iwalewahaus, 
the centre for contemporary african arts 

at the university of Bayreuth. simul- 
taneously he is head of deVa, the central 
archive and database system for african 
studies at the university of Bayreuth. he 

teaches african arts as well as cultural 
studies and museology. as a curator his 

major focus is on photography and  
contemporary media art with a regional 

focus on east africa and lusophone africa
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research Project 
 
archives, anarchy, images 
 
in this ongoing research cont-
emporary art in Kenya is central, 
as well as methodological and 
theoretical questions in the field 
of visual studies. these two 
intertwine with research on the 
archive and its underlying con-
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cepts (archive in both its institu-
tional sense as well as in a more 
general sense of cultural me-
mory). an archive looks forward, 
not backward: it is a collection, 
but also a project. a sense of the 
future of the archive was given 
meaning to us by the very cre-
ative practices developed in the 
icon Lab. it presupposes a new 
relation with the objects and the 
documents of the past. their 
potential reactivation is part of 
their archival value for us. they 
are not to be stored, they can 
provoke our feelings again and 
creatively disrupt our cogniti-
ve patterns. We can tell other 
stories from what we have kept 
and what we value. considering 
the role of the museum or the 
gallery in general this is relevant: 
Both are not mere depositories 
or vaults, but places which wait 
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the »logbook«, first taken to 
fashion in an exhibition in 2013 
(»virtual/material: logbook 
fashion«) serves as a lens to 
analyze the entangled visions  
of time and future which mani-
fest in expressions of fashion 
and dress. fashion is not only 
perceived as a marker for chan-
ge, for distinction, as such as a 
speech act (e.g. Vinken, Barthes) 
but as a performative »seismo- 
grapher«. fashion and dress en- 
able »visual subjects« (mirzoeff), 
who create a temporal existence 
by referring to an-other, time 
and space, at times utopian, by 
means of images of past re- 
volutions. the research looks  
at the creative energy unleas-
hed in the context of displaced 
images – with ‘image’ not 
only referring to photographic 
images but also cut, design  
and style. 
 

selected Publications/ activities 

 −  fink, K. »remix sophiatown«.  
in: hospitality and hostility in the 
multilingual Global Village, horn. a (ed.). 
Bloemfontein, 2014.

 −  fink, K. »virtual/material:  
Logbook fashion«. in: iwalewahaus 
(eds.): Quatre vues de l‘afrique  
contemporaine. Bordeaux, 2013. 

 −  fink, K. exhibition »virtual/material: 
logbuch mode«, iwalewahaus/ Bayreuth 
and musée d’ethnographie/ Bordeaux 
and fringe programme, 2013. 

 −  organisation of »revolution 3.0:  
iconographies of utopia in africa and its 
diaspora«. Panel at 5th european 
conference on african studies 
(ecas): Lisbon, June 2013. 

 −  organisation of the Ba outreach day in 
munich at münchner Volkshochschule, 
2nd february 2014. 

dr deS  
katharIna fInk
Katharina.finK@ 
uni-Bayreuth.de

backGround 
 

cultural studies, comparative  
Literature studies and rhetoric at 

the universities of tübingen/ 
Germany, stellenbosch/south africa 

and Johannesburg/south africa. 
magistra in 2008 on »museums 

as contact zones? the apartheid 
museum Johannesburg«; Phd  

within the Bayreuth international  
Graduate school BiGsas on the 

topic: »undoing sophiatown: con- 
temporary reverberations of a myth 

and in a suburb«, as an affiliated 
researcher of university of Johannes- 

burg’s department of historical 
studies. her research focus is on 

performativity and memory in 
popular cultures, mainly in fashion 

and dress. she conceptualizes exhi-
bitions and cultural interventions; 

as well as outreach programmes at 
iwalewa-haus, Bayreuth and other 

museums, as well as city tours with 
a focus on critical history and  

children’s programmes.
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research Project 
 
fashioning the revolution – images 
of radical futures in fashion and 
dress. 

from dr Kwame nkrumah’s visuali-
zed declaration of independence by 
means of sending images of the first 
beauty pageant to elect the new, 
independent miss Ghana around the 
world via fashion endeavors such 
as »Gold coast trading company« 
by emeka alams to fashion blog-
gers such as the crew of »i see a 
different you«, images of fashion 
and dress stipulate, consolidate and 
re-activate drastic change. the rese-
arch project focusses on the tem-
porality of fashion by investigating 
the role of images of past futures; as 
which visual expressions referen- 
cing revolution and social change  
are understood. the metaphor of  

PoSt-doc  
reSearcher
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itself. discussions take place in 
regular Working Group sessions, 
complemented and accentuated 
by special workshops, confe-
rences or public events during 
the Working Group periods. the 
numerous results are presented 
in a variety of forms.

themes and contents 

the three Working Groups held 
so far – see below for details 
– have explored the variety of 
disciplinary debates on and 
approaches to conceptualisa-
tions of future (summer 2013); 
the diversity and changeability 
of visions of the future across 
regions, times, classes and cultu-
ral milieus (winter 2013 – 14); and 
ideas about time and future im-
plied in models of human-nature 
relationships (summer 2014).  

during the coming semesters 
(winter 2014/15 to summer 
2016), there will be a mid-term 
Working Group devoted to pre-
liminary conclusions from both 
individual research and general 
insights into the project theme, 
followed by thematic Working 
Groups facilitated by sub-pro-
jects 4 »concepts of future in 
mediaspaces«, sub-project 5 
»revolution 3.0« and sub-pro-
ject 3 »middle classes on the 
rise«. 

66

workInG GrouPS

Working Groups are regularly con-
vened at the Bayreuth academy to 
bring debates about its general re-
search theme »future africa. Visions 
in time« to a wider level (see more 
above, 1. introduction). each one 
covering the major part of a semes-
ter, Working Groups concentrate on 
specific aspects of the overarching 
theme of the particular semester 
from a transdisciplinary and transre-
gional perspective. a Working Group 
consists of all the researchers of the 
academy and a number of outside 
experts (fellows), who are selected 
on the basis of a competitive tender 
(call for Proposals). three Working 
Groups have been held so far (as 
of summer 2014), with a total of 
about 45 Working Group fellows and 
short-term guest speakers coming 
from europe and overseas, notably 
africa and north america, but also 
from Germany, including Bayreuth 

Members of the Bayreuth 
academy in front of the 
seminar room
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and postcolonial studies), the Working Group 
explored theoretical or conceptual implications 
of such new debates about ›future‹ and tem- 
porality with regard to so-called »area stu-
dies« – and possible future developments and 
agendas of debate. at a more practical level, 
the Working Group provided a framework for 
the emerging research projects of the academy’s 
own staff. 

 
topics and activities 
 
Besides a number of sessions addressing spe-
cific approaches to modes of conceptualising 
future in time, as by arjun appadurai and V.y. 
mudimbe (himself taking part in the working 
group), and on queer concepts of temporality 
(José e. muñoz), two major workshops were 
held to crystallise discussions in the Working 
Group.: one on concepts of »time« in different 
contexts (June 10th/11th), and another on  
»future« (9th/10th July 2013).  
(more details: www.bayreuth-academy.uni-bayreuth.de/en/
arbeitsgruppen/summer-2013-conceptualising- 
future_-current-debates/index.html) 
 
the climax of Working Group a, however, was 
the international opening conference of the 
Bayreuth academy of advanced african studies 
from July 4th to 6th, 2013. conference parti-
cipants included a number of guest speakers, 
comprising leading scholars and practitio-
ners, emerging and established, from a wide 
range of disciplines, such as history, natural 
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working Group a 
 
»conceptualising future. current debates  
in regional and systematic research« 
 
the first Working Group, convened from may to 
July 2013 by susan arndt and achim von oppen, 
was devoted to a broad review of current 
debates about visions of ›future‹. this over-
arching thematic focus provided the frame for 
innovative encounters of numerous disciplines 
and their pertinent debates on visions of and 
conceptualisations of »future« and/of? time 
(see below). 

 
aims and questions 
 
the Working Group reviewed existing approa-
ches, paradigms and controversies in current 
debates which appeared particularly innova-
tive and interesting for a better understan-
ding of visions of ›future‹ and their contexts 
(›time‹). Projections of ›future‹ as discussed 
and represented outside the white West, nota-
bly in the Global south and its diasporas, were 
of particular interest, including, performed or 
subverted by them. in doing so, the importance 
of such »southern« perspectives for »Wes-
tern« or »mainstream« debates about ›future‹ 
was explored, both mobilising and questioning 
key concepts of time, such as linear and cyclical 
time, reproduction and hope, vision and change. 
relying on a range diverse approaches (from 
modeling or »african religion« to afrofuturism 
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 ›  Kodwo eshun, Writer, filmmaker and  
Lecturer, department of Visual cultures  
at university of London, uK  
www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goldsmiths_college,  
www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/university_of_London

 ›  andreas Jess, Professor of chemical  
engineering, Bayreuth engine research  
center, univ. of Bayreuth, Germany

 ›  sidney Kasfir, Professor emerita of african 
art history, emory university, atlanta, usa

 ›  ingrid Lafleur, curator and educator, detroit, 
usa

 ›  Kara Lynch, assoc. Professor of Video  
Production, hampshire college, usa

 ›  elisio macamo, Professor of sociology,  
university of Basel, switzerland

 ›  anja michaelsen, institute for media studies, 
ruhr university Bochum, Germany

 ›  colin milborn, Professor of english and  
science & technology studies, university of 
california davis, usa

 ›  Valentin y. mudimbe, Professor of  
comparative Literature and Philosophy,  
duke university, durham nc, usa

 ›  José e. munoz, Professor of Performance 
studies, new york university, new york, usa

 ›  Greg tate, Writer, musician, Producer,  
Visiting Professor of africana studies,  
Brown university, usa

 ›  dirk Wiemann, Professor of english  
Literature at Potsdam university, Germany

 ›  evelyn Wladarsch, Post-doc-fellow, institute 
of anthropology, university of heidelberg, 
Germany
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and social sciences, philosophy, literature and 
contemporary art, and travelling from africa, 
north america and europe. they presented 
their research results and positions on notions 
of future, time and history in africa and its 
diasporas, looking particularly at the intersec-
tion of future/time, knowledge/discourse and 
imagination/intervention in different empirical 
fields. Various academic formats were used, 
complemented by artistic performances, in-
terventions and led to intense and sometimes 
controversial debates.  
(www.hsozkult.geschichte.hu-berlin.de/termine/
id=22316&sort=datum&order=down&search=conceptualising 
+future>) 
 

Working Group fellows  
and Guest speakers (incl. opening event) 

 ›  anne V. adams, Professor emerita,  
africana studies center,  cornell univ., 
 ithaka, usa

 ›  harald atmanspacher, Professor,  
institute for frontier areas of Psychology 
and mental health freiburg, switzerland

 ›  João Paulo Borges coelho, Professor of  
history, university eduardo mondlane,  
maputo, mozambique

 ›  Jeanne cortiel, Professor of north  
american studies, university of Bayreuth, 
Germany

 ›  James L. cox, Professor of religious studies, 
school of divinity, univ. of edinburgh, uK
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working Group b  
  
»multiple futures through time«  
(nov. 2013 Jan. 2014) 
 

aims and questions 
 
Working Group B, »multiple futures through 
time« explored the great diversity of concep-
tualisations of ›future‹ in africa, in african dias-
poras, and in other parts of the world. running 
from november 2013 to february 2014, and 
facilitated by sub-project 1 »narratives of 
future in history«, the Working Group discus-
sed how notions of ›future‹ were shaped, and 
have been shaped in turn, by different histori-
cal contexts.  

 
topics and activities 
 
Working Group sessions addressed, inter alia, 
decolonization as an open moment of re-envi-
sioning ›future‹ in West, east and the horn of 
africa; different types of 19th and 20th century 
manifestos as a medium which emerged di-
rectly out of concern about the future/s; and 
nature as an imagination not only of the past 
and present, but also of a future of the conti-
nent. the Working Group brought forward the 
enduring importance of processes of transmit-
ting, translating and reforming ideas of  future 
through time. european concepts of ›nation 
-state‹ or ›nature‹ were imposed by external 
planners of africa’s ›future‹, but were also of-
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during the Opening  
confererence of the Bayreuth 
academy July 2013
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 ›  Peter Geschiere, Professor of african  
anthropology, university of amsterdam,  
the netherlands

 ›  Lotte hughes, Postdoctoral research 
fellow, african history, open university,  
milton Keynes, uK

 ›  emma hunter, senior Lecturer, faculty of  
history, cambridge university, uK

 ›  storm Janse van rensburg, independent  
curator, Berlin, Germany/south africa

 ›  Loreen maseno, senior Lecturer, dep. of  
religion, maseno university, Kenya

 ›  alondra nelson, Professor of sociology and 
Gender studies & director, institute for rese-
arch on Women and Gender, african american 
studies, columbia university, new york, usa

 ›  rafael nuñez, Professor of cognitive science, 
university of california, san diego ca, usa

 ›  Luís Patraquim, Poet, playwright & journalist, 
maputo, mozambique

 ›  mariam Popal, Postdoc researcher, islamic & 
Postcolonial studies, university of freiburg, 
Germany

 ›  christiane reichart-Burikukiye, academic  
assistant, african history, university of  
Bayreuth, Germany

 ›  tabea scharrer, Postdoc researcher in  
social anthropology, max-Planck-institute  
for ethnology, halle, Germany

 ›  rachel spronk, senior Lecturer in social  
anthropology, univ. of amsterdam,  
the netherlands

 ›  elizabeth Wangui wa Goro,  
Phd, Writer, editor, consultant, London, uK
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ten both abrogated and appropriated 
in key periods of change by africans 
themselves, to assert political change.  
Peak events of the Working Group 
were two intense workshops: »sha-
ring/dividing futures« (12th – 13 dec. 
2013) and »changing futures th-
rough time« (16th –17 January 2014). 

they brought researchers of the Bayreuth 
academy and a range of invited fellows and 
guest speakers (see below) into stimulating 
and sometimes controversial discussions. in 
general, inthe course of of the working group 
debates of the working groups, new insights 
were developed into how and why ideas of 
change through time towards a better future 
emerge and how they have influenced, or 
borrowed, from each other. the working group 
thus helped to advance research on the diver-
sity and changeability of »future«, drawing on 
a wide range of disciplines and approaches. 
several basic issues, including the question of 
different disciplinary approaches to »area stu-
dies« or the importance of identity for concep-
tualisations of ›future‹ were brought forward 
into Working Group c. 
 

Working Group fellows and Guest speakers 

 ›  akosua adomako ampofo, Professor &  
director, institute of african studies,  
university of Ghana, Legon, Ghana

 ›  ottmar ette, Professor of french and spanish 
 Literature, Potsdam university, Germany

Ba guest and members 
during a workshop.
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topics and activities

the Working Group is interested in human– 
environment relations; these may either appe-
ar as a continuum or as a dichotomy between 
nature and culture, as in (scientific) Western 
thinking. the Working Group takes into focus 
different stakeholders and their respective no-
tions and narratives, their epistemologies and 
cosmologies, with regard to the past, present 
and future of human-environment relations.
examples of such multiple, contested ideas of 
nature and its future, which will be examined 
more closely in the Working Group, are ideas of 
authentic or untouched »nature« (especially in 
national parks), or the recent scientific debate 
on ecosystem services, within global-local eco-
nomic and cultural interconnections. another 
strand is current debates about climate change 
and how it is expected to change societal re-
lations with nature in africa in the near future. 
in these debates, »nature« often has contra-

dictory meanings. on the one hand it 
is conceived in terms of continuous 
change, and on the other hand its 
underlying idea contains such con-
cepts as continuity, resilience, stabi-
lity and robustness.

the Working Group has met and 
is meeting from early may to ear-

ly July 2014 for weekly sessions and public 
lectures comprising all researchers of the 
Bayreuth academy, its current guest fellows, 

during the Workshop  
of Working Group B  
January 2014
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working Group c 
 
»concepts of nature and future:  
africa and beyond« (summer 2014) 

 
aims and questions 
 
this Working Group, convened by sub-project 2 
»Visions of nature«, seeks to question appro-
aches, presumptions and models of Western 
knowledge on nature, ecology and the environ-
ment. currently the natural sciences perspecti-
ve dominates in such topics. the corresponding 
concepts and models treat time as an external 
parameter allowing future events to be pre-
dictable in principle. evaluating and protecting 
environments in the past and future has been 
based on the nature-culture dichotomy, despite 
repeated and substantial criticisms.  

this dichotomy is ingrained in the academic 
division of labour between disciplines studying 
nature or culture. however, at times, when for 
instance climate politics and biodiversity have 
become prominent in the literature, arts and 
media, this ‚traditional‘ dualism has proven 
to be incapable of adequately guiding related 
research questions about past and future. this 
Working Group is designed to generate dialo-
gues that challenge and resituate conventional 
binaries such as nature/culture, africa/West 
and sciences/humanities.
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 ›  nisbert taisekwa taringa,  
senior Lecturer and head of the department 
of religious studies, university of Zimbabwe, 
harare

 ›  fabio Vanin, Phd in urbanism,  
architect and urban designer, researcher,  
univ. of Venice, italy

 ›  elizabeth Watson, senior Lecturer in  
environment, society & development,  
department of Geography,  
cambridge university, uK

78
and sub-project Guests. its peak event will be 
an international conference on »negotiating 
concepts of nature and future in africa« from 
19th to 21st of June, 2014. find detailed infor-
mation on the sessions, the conference and 
first results on http://www.bayreuth-academy.  
uni-bayreuth.de/en/arbeitsgruppen/summer-2014/index.html 

Working Group fellows

 ›  marlous van den akker,  Phd researcher, 
department of cultural anthropology and 
development sociology , Leiden univ.,  
the netherlands

 ›  Gratien atingdogbe, Prof. of Linguistics,  
univ. of Buea, cameroon

 ›  Grisha coleman, assistant Professor in 
arts, media and engineering, arizona state 
university, temple, usa

 ›  Kristina dietz, Post-doc-researcher in  
Political science, BmBf project desigualdades, 
fu Berlin, Germany

 ›  Lauren dyll-myklebust, Lecturer at the  
centre for communication, university of Kwa 
Zulu natal, south africa

 ›  christina Gabbert, Post-doc-researcher in 
social anthropology, max-Planck-institute  
for ethnology, halle

 ›  samuel ndogo, Lecturer, department of  
Literature, theatre & film studies,  
moiuniversity, eldoret, Kenya

 ›  Jan-erik steinkrüger, Post-doc researcher, 
department of Geography, university Bonn, 
Germany
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